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Sometime in his career, each pilot can expect to encounter
strange, unusual happenings which will never be adequately or
entirely explained by logic or subsequent investigation. The follow-
ing article recounts just such an episode. as reported by two F- 4
Phantom crews of the Imperial Iranian Air Force during late 1976.
No additional information or explanation of the strange events has’
~ been forthcoming: the story will be filed away and probably for-"
gotten, but it makes inte resting, and possibly dlsturblng, reading.
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_ ’ Unt11 0030 on a cleer autumn merning. it had been an

.- entirely routxne nxght watch {or thermpenal Iranian Air Force 's
";'cornmand postjin the Tehran area. In quick succession, four calls

arrived from one of the city's suburbs reportmg a serie; of strange '

airborne objects. These Unxdentxfxed Flymg ObJects (UFOs) were

descr1bed as 'bird-1 hke , or as brightly- -lit hehcopters (although

: none we re axrborne at the txme) Unable to convince the callers’

that they were only seeing stars a senior offxcer went outside to
see for hrmself Obseerg ‘an ob;e ct to ‘the north hke a star, only .

, la_rger and brtghter, _he 1mmedxate1y scramble_d an IIAF F-4 to

. investigate. .'

= ’Approachmg the cxty, the F 4 pxlot reported that the
‘bnlhant ob_)ect was easxly vxsxble 70 rmles a.way. When approxt- '
rna.tely 25 NM dxstant the mterceptor lost all mstrumenta.txon and
UHF /Intercom communxcatmns. Upon breakxng off the mtercept h ,'

a.nd turnmg towards hxs home base all systems returned to normal

as if the strange obJe ct no longer regarded the aircraft as a threat.




- detached and headed straxght down toward the ground at hxgh Speed

;’4-’1\ second F-4 was crambled ten mmutes after tt lirst. ™~ -

.'Ihe ba::/l‘cyter reported radar-lock on the UI-"O at 27 NM/12 o'clock
high position, and a rate of closure of 150 knots. Upon reachmg the
25 NM point, the obJect began rapxdly movmg away to maintain a
constant se paratton distance whxle still vxs1ble on the radar scope.

While the size of the radar return was comparable to that of a KC-

135, its mtense br1llxance made estzmatxon of actual size unposslble

V1sually, it resembled ﬂashmg strobe lxghts arranged in a rectangu-
lar pattern and alternatmg blue, green, red and orange. Their

sequence was so fast that all colors could be seen at once. o ‘-

2 As the F 4 contmued purSth sou"h of Tehran, a second
bnghtly-lxt obJect (about one -half to one-th1rd the size of the moon)
. detached from the or1g1nal UFO and headed straxght for the F-4 at a
hxgh rate of speed. . 'I'he p1lot attempted to fxre an AIM-9 rmssxle at , .
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the new ob;ect but was prevented by a sudden power loss in hxs '_';-; ' .
-weapons control panel UHF and 1nternal commumcatmns were- S
sxmultane ously lost The pxlot promptly untxated a turn and negatlve- ‘

G dxve to escape, ‘but the obJect fell m belnnd the F 4 at 3 4 NM

dxstance Contmumg the turn, the pﬂ.ot observed the second ob;ect -

) turn ms1de of hu'n and _then away, subsequently returnxng to the prx--'f '

. ,mary UFO for a perfect rendezvous
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‘ 'l'he two UI‘Os had hardly reJomed when a second obJect _,__-;-;i

Havmg regamed weapons and communxcahons systems the aircr ew .

.watched the th1rd obJect antxczpatmg a large explos ion when it struck AP
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the ground However, -1t landed gently and cast a bnght hght over a- o
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two-three kxlometer area 'I'he pllot ﬂew as low over the area as’

poss1ble f1xxng the obJect s exact locatlon.

’ Upon return to home base both crewmen had dxffxculty in

s gt s,
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. adJustmg theu- nwm vision devxces for la.ndmg_ The Ia.ndmg was - . -
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. ‘urther comphcated by excessive interference on UHF and a further
A complete loss of all communlcatxons when passing through a 150 |
degree znagnetxc bearxng from the hom—e_base The inertial navxga—..
txon system sunultaneOusly ﬂuctuated from 30 to 50 degrees A c1v1l

airliner approachmg the area also experxenced a similar communica-

txons fallure, but reported no unusual sxghtmgs

‘ thle on a long final approach the F-4 crew noted a further .
S-UFO. Thts was descnbed as a cylinder-shaped object (about the
sxze of a 'I' -33 tramer) Wlth bnght steady l1ghts on each end and a T

’ ﬂasher in the rxuddle : It qulckly approached and passed dire ctly

-
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l’n'ans"we‘r to the pllot s query, the control tower i o

S

~“ over the I‘ —4

reported no other air trafﬁc m the area, although they suhsequently
obtamed a V1sual s1ghtxng of the obJect when speezﬁcally dxre cted
' where to look ~ . R N 4
J The follow—mg day, he F 4 crew was ﬂown by hehcopter o &
N _:{ to the locatlon where they beheved the obJect had landed This - : S

turned out to be“'a dry lake bed but nothmg unusual was not1ced
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- As the helxcopter czrcled off to the west however, a very notxeeable Ll
beeper s1gnal was recewed and eventually traced to a nearby house

'I'hey 1mmed1ately landed and asked the mhab1tants if. any'thmg strange

'._ or u.nusual had occurred the prevtous nlght Yes, they replted

{ there had hee.: lo_ud noxses and -2 very br1ght lxght lxke hghtnmg. S -
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'Ihe hellcopter returned to base and arrangements were made to

' conduct varxous tests,' such as radtatzon checks, in the v1cm1ty of

" the house Unfortunately, ‘the results of such tests have not been
':"': : r.epor.ted.‘ ’(@7 . B S g . ? '
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